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M Silver Innings

'Silver Innings' wants people sen;utlzed to lssues affecting seniors

By Ela Dutt

hough ‘Silver Innings, an organization

highligh:in.g the pl.ight of the t|dcr]y. was
founded hf:u'dy a month ago, the NGO has
been ser up b}-’ experts in social work and mar-
keting in Mumbai.

Thc:,.r want to make sure |mp|c are sensitized

to the issues nm_ttin.g seniors and the lack of |

good scrvices to this scction of the population,

"I have worked in NGOs for three years, but
I find that those working on seniors issues, the
few that are there and have been working for 15
years, are more focused on marketing their
brand and not the issues,” says founder of Silver
Innings, Sailesh Mishra. "They should be high-
lighting elder issues, and even though they have
been working for the last 15 years in this field,
they are. If the corporate world is aware of senior
issues, then ﬁmch'ng and volunteers will come.”

His team, he says, has a strategy for sensitiz-
ing the community and society on elder issues.,
"We are not going to market our brand but
rather the issues,” he told Newes fndia-Times in a
telephone interview from Mumbai.

So far Mishra has been funding the initative.
A marketing executive in corporate India for the
last 15 years, Mishra decided to go into non-
profit work because he smpped getting any sat-
isfaction from his wark. "Tr was all marterial, all
about pleasing my dealer or my boss.” When he
went to volunteer with Dignity Foundation,
they immediately offered him a job, though at
half the paycheck he was genting, Mishra ook
them up and worked with the NGO sector for
three years, E:.mi]'t:tri?jrlg himself with elder
185LCS.

"I got immense happiness that 1 was con-
rrihu.ring mnw:hing, and c:r,]:mciull}r for seniors,
who are ncglecn:cl by everyone,” Mishra said.
Gerting to know the mental and physical pmb—
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More than 200 people, including representa-
tives from other NGOs, and the media landed
up at the launch of ‘Silver Inning’ this April 10.

"We are virtual, but we have started \mﬂdng
already,” Mishra concedes, "But we have started
a lecture series to sensitize the community abour
the elderly. We will be having one every month.
Abour 40 pcnp!c attended the first lecture,” he
said.

This May 11, the organization hosted a
Memory Clinic for those suffering from demen-
tia or Alzheimers disease. Mishra's Web site
(urcum:’i."mrﬁ:r:ir{q:.mm) gor more than 2,000
hits in 10 d:l_}-'s, and more than 100 visitors
joined up as members,

"We feel there is a lot of expectation from
people and we have a bigger responsibility on
our shoulders,”" he said.

'Do you have a finandial plan for your retire-
ment? the Web site asks. It is amazing how such
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for elderly. [ want to network and the first board
meeting was scheduled for May 10. You will be
surprised that all the board members are young-
sters, and even those that are coming to our
Web site are young,” Mishra says.

"We do not want to work in isolation, we
must work as part of the society. My vision is to
make an organization that will work for seniors
and networ glob:lﬂy, " Mishra enthuses..

Mishra leveraged his work at Dignity Foun-
dation and feels he has met enough Indian par-
ents to figure out what they need.

He has many schemes whirling in his head.
"When 1 was ar Digniry, I mer many pmplt Liw-
ing abroad who wanted someone to take care of
their parents here,” Mishr says. "So if we start
something it would be good. But we need
experts in geriatric care from abroad, then we
can start something,” he adds, "The govemn-
ment is not funding the initiatives on seniors as
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$22,000. "Bur we will need more when we start
a day-care center for the elderly,” he says. There
are only two senior centers like the one he wants
o 5¢0 UP.

"NRIs have invested in a lot of propertics in
India. If they can assign us a place, it would be
50 hclpﬁ.l]. There are no courses in g:mntn]ngy'
for instance. If there is a center like we are want-
ing, it would encourage students to ke up this
field of research and study,” he believes.

There is no infrastructure that is elder-friend-
ly in this country, Mishra says. For the Web site
they have launched, the mission s o pmmd
cumprchcmivc, accurate, informadion and an
interactive domain. "It has been our endeavor to
collect informarion far chis Web site and make
it comprehensive and interctive. However,
since this is an ongeing process, we will keep on
:ldding and updﬂting," Mishra says.

The Web site informs seniors about financing
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lems seniors face, made Mishar passionare about
working with them. "l thought why not start
something on my own, In all of India, there are
barely five or six arganizations helping the aging,
and those too are in big citics,” he says.

Some young pcclplc, including Mishra,
launched Silver Inning, and their s|og:1n is
Whe's afraid ufﬁgin.g?'

Curnml:ly. Silver ]nnings is a one stop destina-
ton for information for the Elderdy and their
ﬁmii}' members. In Mumbai, with is 10 million
population, has only one NGO for the clderdy.

“In India 7.5 percent of people are seniors
and 1 felt there was a vacuum there, and a lack
of information on this domain.”

TOP

a simplc question can get wi!dly different
answers, Silver Lining says in a press release.
"Finance is one of the most im[‘m‘t:m[ aspects af
aging gmccﬁﬂ}r," Silver Lining contends, It has a
section about retirement plmnu1.g. "Understand
the difference. It is not about quitting work today;
it’s about giving yourself options for tomorrow.
Look at retirement planning as preparing for
financial independence,” the organization advises.
While it may be advisi.ng seniors about get-
ting a sustainable income after retirement, Silver
Lining is worried about its own sustainability.
Mishra has begun networking with existing
seniors organizations in India, "And [ have stare-
ed meeting all the other organizations that work
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much, he contends.

Products for elders is rarely available in India,
I'Ill' noes.

"But indusrry and government does not seem
to consider them a marker. Bur it is a growing
market,” he says. "We sec a lot of products for
seniors in Western counrrics. If we could have
them customized to Indian conditions, it would
be great. Or even importing at a lesser cost, it
would make a great difference. For instance,
there are so many ‘assisted living' devices
abroad, but not in India," he points our.

Currently, Mishar estimates, the group needs
some Inirla]ly, we ane [oclcing for Indian Rs.10
lakhs per ycm;" the cql..ljv.:llcnt of npplmcinnrc]y

for retirement, and  looks at aspects of finance
such as investment, insurance, reverse mortgage,
taxation, pension, discountsiconcessions, wills

and frauds.

Sailesh Mishra
Bld.g:c.lf?.z, 303, Secrar:8,
Shantinagar, Mira Road
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